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CYCLONE-PATHS.

The paths of cyclones, and the nature of the influences
which deflect or otherwise alter them, are so important
that we propose to devote some paragraphs to their con-
sideration, of course with a special reference to the bear-
ing which they have on forecasting.

When the paths of the rare but violent cyclones of
the tropics, which are known as hurricanes, typhoons, or
cyclones, are plotted on a chart,, we find that, though
there is a general similarity in their tracks, there is still
so much difference that we cannot attempt to lay down
any absolute law of their motion.

For instance, the West India" hurricanes usually
begin with a westward course,, and then gradually bend
round till they end by moving towards the east or north-
east. But in some instances they continue in a westerly
direction, and traverse the southern portion of ;the
American Union, instead of curving round across the
Atlantic.

For this reason, if a ship was handled on the suppositipp
that the hurricane would always go the same co;nrae> she
would be exposed to very great danger.

In the temperate zojte, where cyclone^ths are $ti|J.
more irregular, any .attempt to lay down any hard ^d
fast rule for the tracks of depressions could only J,e$d to
disastrous failure of $ny forecasts which were Jsa&ed on
that system; but though the numerous causes whic^i
have been found to modify the paths of cyclones cannot,
be allowed for in estimating the probable future path of